The Descendants of

Henry Prewitt Sr of Henrico Co, VA

1654 - 722


Thanks to the availability of recently transcribed Virginia court records, not readily accessible to earlier researchers, and DNA evidence we are able to get a clearer picture of Henry's descendants.

Previous work has missed or created pertinent details.  According to Hinshaw's Encyclopedia of American Quaker Genealogy, Henry Prewitt Sr does NOT appear in any Quaker records.  The only Prewet mentioned in the Henrico Monthly Meeting records was Henry's daughter Rebecca when she married in 1721.  Yes, 2 Quakers named Woodson administered Henry's estate in 1722, but perhaps that's because they had reputations as honest men and Rebecca influenced her mother.  The Woodsons are prominent in the Henrico Monthly Meeting records. The Prewitts are absent from them.

The lack of Prewitt church, marriage, or estate records makes their lineage very difficult. Whether they belonged to one of the new religions moving through the colonies or were agnostic is unknown. They succeeded in avoiding the Anglicans, Quakers, and county court clerks who would have loved to have documented their life events for us to see hundreds of years later. Thankfully they couldn't avoid the legal purchase and sale of their land or paying their tithes and taxes! They were involved in numerous lawsuits, most seemingly petty for real or imagined insults, debts, and unresolved conflicts.  It's these records that reveal, until now, unknown Prewitt lives and deaths.

Thomas Sr (Henry) was born much earlier than assumed, c 1680 or earlier, making him about the same age as his second wife Mary Chastain Ducre. Mary was born c 1680 and was married to Nicholas Ducre when they arrived here in 1701. I have doubts that Andrew, Hugh, Richard, Uriah, and Rebecca Prewitt, born from about 1694 -1702, were all the children of Henry Prewitt Sr. I have left them as his children for the time being, but it is likely that some of them were the children of Thomas Sr. We may never know as the existing records give no clues.

Also missed in earlier work was that it was Thomas Sr's son Thomas Jr who acquired Amelia Co land and lived there until he moved with his children to Halifax Co, VA. (A whole generation has been overlooked.) Thomas Sr died in Amelia Co, VA c 1745 when a suit brought against him by Thomas Bassett, after numerous continuances, was last against the estate of Thomas. Thomas Jr pressed his own suit against Bassett that was finally dismissed many years later.

Perhaps due to illness and knowing of his imminent demise, Thomas Jr gave Halifax land to his sons Renney Prewitt, Abraham Prewitt, and John Farmer in May 1759. "T" and "W" Prewitt witnessed all 3 deeds, executed within days of each other - sons of Thomas Jr - Thomas III and William. Renney and Abraham Prewitt and John Farmer were illegitimate sons of Thomas. (More about them can be found in the files of Renney Belue)

Thomas Jr sold 100 acres each to William and David Pruitt Feb 21, 1760. His wife Sarah released her right of dower. The court records are silent on the exact time of Thomas Jr's death, but he died between Feb 21, 1760 and the 1760 Halifax Tax List when "Sarah Prewet" is listed as the head of a household.

The last mention of Thomas Jr in Halifax is a suit by Thomas Yuille and James Murdock & Company against the estate of Thomas "Prewet." The case was dismissed.

William Pruitt (Thomas Jr, Thomas Sr, Henry), constantly in debt and in trouble with the law, sold 50 acres of his Halifax land to his brother Michael in 1765. In Feb 1767 William, David, and Michael all sold their Halifax land back to their brother Thomas III. Renney, Abraham, David, and Michael along with John Farmer all headed to South Carolina.

Although William and Thomas III, along with others, were charged with keeping their road clear and in repair in July of 1769, Thomas III was the only landholding eligible Prewitt voter in Halifax Co, VA for the 1769 burgess election. William headed south soon after this.

Earlier works have made Thomas III much older, the oldest son of Thomas Jr. This is a serious error. Thomas III remained in Halifax Co, VA longer than his brothers and with good reason, he was a substantial landholder. We learn from Thomas III's son William's Revolutionary War pension statement that they were in Spartanburg Co, SC by 1780. According to the statement, Thomas III was drafted in 1780 and William served as a substitute for his father. (Although the Patriot's were desperate, old men were not drafted.) A survey of 100 acres on Matlow's Creek at the Tyger River was done for Thomas III 7/5/1784. He had likely been living on this land for some time. Land grants came to a halt during the war. This is the man memorialized in The Bugger Saga as "Old Tygar Tom."

Feb 18, 1789 - Thomas Prewet of "Sparkinburgh" Co, SC gave 105 acres of land in Halifax Co, VA to his "son Daniel of Halifax," part of a tract where Thomas III had lived. The same day Thomas gave 105 acres to his "son Alexander of Halifax," being a plantation were Alexander then lived. Daniel and Alexander had either stayed behind in VA or moved back to VA from SC. Alexander was in Spartanburg by the 1800 census.

Thomas III is recorded in the 1790 Spartanburg Co, SC census. He made at least one more trip to Halifax. In 1795, Thomas Prewitt of "Sparklingburg" Co, SC gifted 100 acres of his Terrible Creek Halifax Co land to his "son Samuel of Union Co, SC." I have not had time to check the Spartanburg Co records, but my assumption is that he gifted land to son William there. Perhaps the names of other sons and daughters can be found in those records.

His will was written 9/8/1800 and probated 1/1/1807 in Spartanburg. (Finally a will!) It mentions his wife Sarah, daughters Rosanna and Sarah. Son Alexander was named an executor. It states that "My other children, male and female, are left nothing as they have already had their part."

Much work needs to be done on the family of William (Thomas Jr, Thomas Sr, Henry) as he could not have been the William Prewitt who married Judith Dudley of Middlesex, though his wife was also named Judith. Children of both William's appear to have been combined..... a project for another day!

This is a departure from previous genealogies, but as I stated, Goochland, Amelia, and Halifax records are now available that were not readily accessible to earlier researchers. DNA evidence is disproving the long accepted origins of a number of Prewitt, Pruitt, Pruett families. Everyone does not descend from Thomas Prewitt 1616, who was not a Quaker in 1648 (there were no Quakers here in 1648) and who was not born in Salisbury (recent research says that the parish record was misread) - both common "Thomas notes" that recent research has disproven.

We are so lucky to have these new resources available!

Marcia McClure

Prewitt Tree for documentation of above:

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=marciamcclure&id=I11059
Goochland / Amelia map which shows where the Prewitts lived:

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~greengarden/Prewitts%20of%20Henrico%20Amelia%20Halifax/amelia%20goochland%20map.jpg
First Generation

1.  Henry PREWITT Sr was born circa 1654. He died about 1722 at the age of 68 at Henrico Co, VA. He was a planter.

Henry PREWITT Sr and Ann FIELDS OR JONES possible wife - were married circa 1680 in Henrico Co, VA. Ann FIELDS OR JONES possible wife - was born about 1654. She died before 1691 at the age of 37 in Virginia.

Henry PREWITT and Ann FIELDS OR JONES had the following child:


+2
i.
Thomas PREWITT Sr, born abt 1680, Henrico Co, VA; married unknown , ca 1700, Virginia; married Mary CHASTAIN, abt 1719, Henrico Co, VA; died ca 1745, Amelia Co, VA.

Henry PREWITT Sr and Rebecca Ann DABBS / DOBBS were married on 20 Aug 1691 in Varina Parish, Henrico Co, VA. Rebecca Ann DABBS / DOBBS, daughter of James DABBS / DOBBS, was born about 1670 in Varina Parish, Henrico Co, VA. She died in 1748 at the age of 78 in Henrico Co, VA.

Henry PREWITT and Rebecca Ann DABBS / DOBBS had the following children:


+3
i.
Andrew PREWITT, born abt 1694, Varina Parish, Henrico Co, VA; married Agnes , abt 1720, Henrico Co, VA; died abt 1763, Bedford Co, VA.


+4
ii.
Hugh PREWITT, born abt 1697, Henrico Co, VA; died aft Jul 1746, probably in Amelia Co, VA.


+5
iii.
Richard PREWITT Sr, born bet 1698 and 1700, Henrico Co, VA; married unknown , abt 1722, Henrico Co, VA; died bet 1757 and 1760, Lunenburg Co, VA.


+6
iv.
Uriah PREWITT, born ca 1699, Henrico Co, VA; died Sep 1743, Goochland Co, Va.


+7
v.
Rebecca PREWITT, born 1702, Henrico Co, VA; married James MCGEHEE, 9 Dec 1721, Henrico or Hanover Co, VA; died aft 1763.

Second Generation
2.  Thomas PREWITT Sr (Henry-1) was born about 1680 in Henrico Co, VA. He died circa 1745 at the age of 65 in Amelia Co, VA. 

Thomas PREWITT and unknown  had the following child:


+8
i.
Thomas PREWITT Jr, born ca 1705, Henrico Co, VA; married Mary , ca 1735, Amelia Co, VA; married Sarah , aft 1737, Virginia; died ca 1760, Halifax Co, VA.

Thomas PREWITT Sr and Mary CHASTAIN were married about 1719 in Henrico Co, VA. Mary CHASTAIN was born about 1680 at France. She died after 1737 at the age of 57 at Goochland Co, Va.

3.  Andrew PREWITT (Henry-1) was born about 1694 in Varina Parish, Henrico Co, VA. He died about 1763 at the age of 69 in Bedford Co, VA. He signed a will in 1763 in Bedford Co, VA.

Andrew PREWITT and Agnes were married about 1720 in Henrico Co, VA. Agnes was born about 1699 in Varina Parish, Henrico Co, VA.

Andrew PREWITT and Agnes  had the following children:


+9
i.
Michael PREWITT Sr, born abt 1720, Lower Virginia - Henrico - later Campbell Co, VA; married Elizabeth SIMPKINS, abt 1742, probably Goochland Co, VA; married Mary THURSTON, 10 Mar 1778, Halifax Co, VA; died 4 Apr 1798, Jessamine Co, Kentucky.


+10
ii.
"General" Byrd PREWITT, born bet 1721 and 1724, Halifax Co, VA; married Nancy DYER, abt 1750, Straightstone Creek, Halifax Co, VA; died abt 1800, Warren Co, GA.


+11
iii.
Mourning PREWITT, married William WEBB, bef 1756, Goochland Co, Va; died abt 1795, Patrick or Henry Co, VA.

4.  Hugh PREWITT (Henry-1) was born about 1697 in Henrico Co, VA. He died after Jul 1746 at the age of 49 in probably in Amelia Co, VA.
Hugh PREWITT had the following children:


12
i.
Henry PREWITT Sr was born circa 1721 in Henrico Co, VA. He lived in Goochland Co, Va in 1746.


+13
ii.
Isham PREWITT, born abt 1725, Henrico Co, VA; married Frances MADDOX, 1748; died 1806, Mercer Co, KY.

5.  Richard PREWITT Sr (Henry-1) was born between 1698 and 1700 in Henrico Co, VA. He lived in Goochland Co, Va in 1749. He died between 1757 and 1760 at the age of 59 in Lunenburg Co, VA.

Richard PREWITT and unknown  had the following child:


+14
i.
David PREWITT Sr, born bet 1726 and 30, Henrico Co, VA; married Jane PARROTT; died aft 1780, Henrico Co, VA.

6.  Uriah PREWITT (Henry-1) was born circa 1699 in Henrico Co, VA. He died in Sep 1743 at the age of 44 in Goochland Co, Va.
Uriah PREWITT had the following child:


+15
i.
Uriah PREWITT Jr, born abt 1719, Henrico Co, VA; married Elizabeth PREWITT, ca 1750; died aft 1783.

7.  Rebecca PREWITT (Henry-1) was born in 1702 in Henrico Co, VA. She was a Quaker in 1721 in Henrico Co, VA. She died after 1763 at the age of 61.

Rebecca PREWITT and James MCGEHEE were married on 9 Dec 1721 in Henrico or Hanover Co, VA.
Third Generation
8.  Thomas PREWITT Jr (Thomas-2, Henry-1) was born circa 1705 in Henrico Co, VA. He died circa 1760 at the age of 55 in Halifax Co, VA. He was a blacksmith and planter in Goochland, Amelia, and Halifax Co, VA.

Thomas PREWITT and Judith CHASTAIN had the following children:


+16
i.
Rene "Renney" PREWITT BELUE, born ca 1731, Goochland Co, Va; married Nancy Ann , bef 1797, Union Co, SC; died 20 Dec 1797, 96th District, SC  (Union Co formed in 1798).


+17
ii.
Abraham PREWITT BELLEW, born abt 1734, Amelia Co, VA; died aft 1816, Greenville Co, SC.

Thomas PREWITT Jr and Mary were married circa 1735 in Amelia Co, VA. Mary died by maybe 1745 in Amelia Co, VA.

Thomas PREWITT and Mary  had the following children:


+18
i.
Thomas PRUETT III, born ca 1735, Amelia Co, VA; married Sarah , bef 1859, Halifax Co, VA; died 1807, Spartanburg, SC.


+19
ii.
William PREWITT, born ca 1738, Amelia Co, VA; married Judith , bef 1767, Halifax Co, VA.


+20
iii.
David PRUETT, born abt 1739, Amelia Co, VA; married Amey BRIGHT, bef 1767, Halifax Co, VA; married Rachael DAWSON, aft 1813, South Carolina; died aft 1830, Gwinnett Co, GA.


+21
iv.
Michael PREWITT, born ca 1740, Amelia Co, VA; married Elizabeth BRIGHT; married Rachael DAWSON; died aft 1810.

Thomas PREWITT Jr and Sarah were married after 1737 in Virginia. Sarah died after 1760.
9.  Michael PREWITT Sr (Andrew-2, Henry-1) was born about 1720 in Lower Virginia - Henrico - later Campbell Co, VA. He died while visting his children on 4 Apr 1798 at the age of 78 in Jessamine Co, Kentucky. He lived in Shelby Co, Kentucky in 1798. Michael signed a will in 1798 in Shelby Co, Kentucky. He was buried in Nicholsville, Shelby Co, KY in the family cemetery.

Michael PREWITT Sr and Elizabeth SIMPKINS were married about 1742 in probably Goochland Co, VA. They lived  in Halifax Co, VA in 1782. Elizabeth SIMPKINS, daughter of John SIMPKINS and Elizabeth RENCH, was born about 1724 in Virginia. She died before 1778 at the age of 54 in Bedford Co, VA.

Michael PREWITT Sr and Mary THURSTON were married on 10 Mar 1778 in Halifax Co, VA. They were divorced on 30 Sep 1797 in Lexington, Kentucky.

10.  "General" Byrd PREWITT (Andrew-2, Henry-1) was born between 1721 and 1724 in Halifax Co, VA. He died about 1800 at the age of 79 in Warren Co, GA.
"General" Byrd PREWITT and Nancy DYER were married about 1750 in Straightstone Creek, Halifax Co, VA.

11.  Mourning PREWITT (Andrew-2, Henry-1) died about 1795 in Patrick or Henry Co, VA.
Mourning PREWITT and William WEBB were married before 1756 in Goochland Co, Va.
13.  Isham PREWITT (Hugh-2, Henry-1) was born about 1725 in Henrico Co, VA. He died in 1806 at the age of 81 in Mercer Co, KY.
Isham PREWITT and Frances MADDOX were married in 1748.

Isham PREWITT and Frances MADDOX had the following children:


+37
i.
Isham PREWITT, born abt 1753; married Edith BRUMFIELD, ca 1774, Virginia.


+38
ii.
David PREWITT, born 1755, Virginia; married Mary BRUMFIELD, 19 Feb 1778, Virginia; died 134, Mercer Co, KY.


39
iii.
Mary PREWITT was born in 1757 in Virginia.


40
iv.
Frances PREWITT was born about 1760 in Virginia.


41
v.
Anthony PREWITT died on 4 May 1855 in Washington Co, Kentucky. He was born in Lunenburg Co, VA.

14.  David PREWITT Sr (Richard-2, Henry-1) was born between 1726 and 30 in Henrico Co, VA. He died after 1780 at the age of 54 in Henrico Co, VA.
David PREWITT Sr and Jane PARROTT were married.

15.  Uriah PREWITT Jr (Uriah-2, Henry-1) was born about 1719 in Henrico Co, VA. He died after 1783 at the age of 64.
Uriah PREWITT Jr and Elizabeth PREWITT were married circa 1750. They were divorced in 1783 in Halifax Co, VA.

Preparer:

  Marcia McClure

  rivermet@aol.com

